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Art Unit: 2629 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Allport (2001/0030644). 

As in claim 1, Allport teaches of a computer implemented method, figure 1 
paragraph 24, comprising: 

generating a touch signal with a signet, the touch signal representing a particular 
signet pattern, wherein the particular signet pattern is the shape of the signet 
itself or a pattern formed on the signet, paragraph 24; fingerprint pattern is said 
signet pattern 

recognizing the particular signet pattern, figure 1 item 30, paragraph 28; and 

performing an action associated with the particular signet pattern, paragraphs 
33-35. 
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As in claim 2, Allport teaches of wherein said recognizing includes comparing 
the touch signal to one or more signet signals, figure 1 item 30. 

As in claim 3, Allport teaches of wherein the action includes opening one or 
more restricted areas within a computer system, paragraph 34 and 39. 

As in claim 4, Allport teaches of wherein the action includes configuring a 
computer system to a particular user, paragraph 33 and 34. 

As in claim 5, Allport teaches of wherein the action is configured to launch a 
program, paragraph 24, 33-35. 

As in claim 6, Allport teaches of wherein the action includes encrypting or 
decoding a message, paragraph 24, 33-35. 

As in claim 7, Allport teaches of wherein said generating includes detecting 
contact with a touch sensitive device, said recognizing includes comparing the 
shape of a contact area with a list of signet shapes, and wherein the action is 
performed when the shape of the contact area matches the signet shape, 
paragraph 24-35. 

As in claim 8, Allport teaches of a computer system, figure 1, comprising: 
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a touch screen that generates signet data associated with a signet pattern when 
a signet having the signet pattern is placed on the touch screen, figure 1 item 
30; and 

a computer that recognizes the signet data and that initiates an action associated 
with the recognized signet data, paragraph 24 and 33-35. 

As in claim 9, Allport teaches of wherein the action includes logging onto the 
computer system, permitting authorized individuals access to restricted areas of 
the computer system, loading a user profile associated with a user's preferred 
arrangement of the computer system, permitting access to web content, 
launching a program, opening a file or document, viewing a menu, making a 
selection, executing instructions, encrypting or decoding a message, or operating 
an input device, paragraph 24 and 33-35. 

As in claim 10, Allport teaches of wherein the signet corresponds to a ring, a 
tag, a card, a token, a stamp, or a key, paragraph 24 and 27. 

As in claim 11, Allport teaches of wherein the signet pattern corresponds to 
the shape of the signet, paragraph 24 and 27. 
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As in claim 12, Allport teaches of wherein the signet pattern is formed on the 
signet, the signet pattern being a raised or recessed portion of the signet, figure 1 
item 30. 

As in claim 13, Allport teaches of wherein the touch screen is configured with a 
plurality of sensor coordinates that represent different points on the touch screen, 
the sensor coordinates activating when the signet is pressed against the touch 
screen, the activated sensor coordinates representing the shape of the signet 
pattern, figure 1 item 30. 

As in claim 14, Allport teaches of a signet system, figure 1, comprising: 

a touch sensitive area for placing a signet having a signet pattern, figure 1 item 
30; and 

a detection system for generating a touch signal when the signet is presented to 
the touch sensitive area and for extracting shape data associated with the signet 
pattern from the touch signal, paragraph 24 and 33-35. 

As in claim 15, Allport teaches of wherein detection system includes a sensing 
device and a control device, the sensing device being configured to register 
touches on the touch sensitive area and the control device being configured to 
monitor the touches and to translate the touches into shape data, paragraph, 24, 
and 27-35. 
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As in claim 16, Allport teaches of wherein the sensing device corresponds to a 
resistive sensing device, a capacitive sensing device, an acoustic wave sensing 
device or an infrared sensing device, figure 1 itenn 30. 

As in claim 17, Allport teaches of wherein the control device includes a sensor 
controller and a processor, the sensor controller being configured to convert the 
touches into touch events, the processor being configured to interpret the touch 
events into shape data and to transmit the results to other components, figure 1 
item 10. 

As in claim 18, Allport teaches of computer readable medium storing at least 
computer code executable by a computer, the computer code, figure 1, 
paragraph 24 and 33-35, comprising: 

storing shape data associated with one or more signets, paragraph 34; 

generating shape data based on a signet placed on contact with said touch 
sensitive device, paragraph 27-28; 

comparing the generated shape data to the stored shape data, paragraph 27-28; 
and 

performing an action associated with the stored shape data when the generated 
shape data matches the stored shape data, paragraph 33-35. 
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As in claim 19, Allport teaches of in a computer based system having a toucli 
sensitive device, a shape recognition method, figure 1, paragraph 24 and 27, 

comprising: providing baseline signet signals, paragraph 24; 

generating a current signet signal when a signet is placed on the touch sensitive 
device, paragraph 27-28, 33-35; 

comparing the current signal to at least one baseline signet signal, paragraph 
33-35; and 



performing an action based on the current and baseline signet signals, 
paragraph 33-35. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David L. Lewis whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7673. The examiner can normally be reached on MT and THF from 8 
to 5. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Bipin Shalwala, can be reached on (571) 272-7681. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571 )-273-8300. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Examiner: David L. Lewis 
August 18, 2008 

/David L Lewis/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



